
How to develop Balance, BlencLand Intonation

I. The tuner and its limited uses in the band hall.
a. A tuner can help a student identify tendencies of pitches on the instrument.
b. Helpful for undeveloped intonation skills
c. Visual reference (This can help the students visually associate with the
techniques they are experimenting with to obtain pitch manipulation.)
d. Useful in extreme high and low registers where pitch is more difficult to hear.

NOTE* The tuner should be used as little as possible. It will stop the development of
ear training. After tuning your principal student, with the tuner, all tuning should be ear
related not visual.

2. Ear Training Development and Intonation Techniques
a. Don't use a tuner.
b. Begin with sustained unison starting with the principal player.
c. Add one student at a time
d. Listen for waves in the sound When pitch is close the waves will be slow and
wide. When pitch is farther off the waves will sound faster
e. First tune complete sections to principal.
f. Add sections one at a time.
g. You can have all first chairs play, and this may serve as an example for the
students to hear good results and help set a standard
h. You could continue by having all second chairs, or 3rd chairs etc. to identify
problems.
i. You could have all seniors, or juniors etc. play to identify problems.
j. Demonstrate pitch manipulation by lowering a pitch one half step on one
woodwind and one brass instrument.
k. Make sure all students develop the habit of warming their instrument.
I. Have two trumpets play, one with the instrument warm and one with the
instrumentcold. .

m. Cold air moves slower, therefore pitch is lower, hot air moves faster so pitch
is higher. .
n. Try to make two instruments sound like one instrument.

3. Balance and Blend
a. Start within each section

b. Each voice equal in volume
I. Start with an example of two players. One at volume 4 and the other
at volume 6. Balance the volumes so they are the same.
2. Can they hear the student next to them?
3. Can they hear other sections?

NOTE. This should be done during sectionals and at the beginner level and treated as a
fundamental of tone production.

c. Build from the bottom up. - Pyramid Idea




